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Dear Parents, Guardians and Care Givers, 

We have now passed the halfway mark of the first term and, as the new Principal 
of Cunnamulla P-12 State School working alongside a Deputy Principal who is 
also new to the community, we have spent the first five weeks of the year getting 
to know the students and building relationships with them.  

We want the school to be a safe place for children and teenagers to grow and be 
inspired and we want them to trust their teachers and their school leaders. We 
are endeavouring to help them understand that we care about them as individu-
als, that everyone can learn, that everyone makes mistakes, and that we will not 
give up on them. This has led to many positive conversations and students slowly 
recognising that they have a voice and will be heard if they have positive, respectful and mature conversa-
tions with their teachers. 

However, we are also aware of some ongoing behavioural concerns that are not improving despite our best 
efforts to offer students alternative ways to approach difficulties and disagreements. Because of this, there 
has been an increase throughout this last week of stronger consequences for these behaviours including the 
suspension of a number of students. 

BEHAVIOUR & CONSEQUENCES 

Our intent is to do all we can to keep your children at school and not to exclude them from their classes. That 
having been said, we are also responsible for the safety of all students and staff onsite and so certain infrac-
tions demand the offending students spend time away from school. This includes: 

Acts of physical violence (including punching, kicking, shoving, etc.) 
Possession and use of illicit substances (like cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, etc.) 
Severe bullying of others 
Excessive use of coarse language directed at others, especially staff members 
Other illegal activities (like stealing, posting images of children online without proper consent, etc.) 

Please understand that if a student is involved in the above conduct on school grounds or whilst wearing 
their school uniform that suspension will be the likely consequence.    

Another significant concern to us are students who regularly (and often many times in one day) disrupt class 
through loud and obnoxious behaviour, speaking rudely to teachers, refusing to complete school work, and 
randomly leaving class. Because of this ongoing issue, consequences will increase, but let us say again, to 
both students and parents that we want each and every student in class learning and will do our best to 
make this happen. They will only be removed if their behaviour gets in the way of other students’ rights to 
learn and our staff’s right to teach. Every student who attends Cunnamulla P-12 has the right to learn and to 
feel safe at school, and students who do not follow either of these two rights will need to be held accounta-
ble with removal often the only alternative.   

The Pelican 
From the Principal’s Desk 
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ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM & DELIVERY 

We want you to also understand that we know that consequences are essential but that does not mean they 
work every time so we are currently considering different, more practical and real-world ways of engaging 
our students who do not respond to work behind desks in classrooms. We want to create an environment of 
choice in the school where students who want and need a more structured classroom experience can access 
that but those who need to be working with their hands in a flexible and mobile setting can also have that 
opportunity. We are confident that when these different approaches to curriculum and delivery are in place, 
engagement will increase, more learning will happen, and behaviour will improve. Please be patient with us 
as we plan for these significant but hopefully beneficial changes.    

 

MEMORABLE EVENTS 

Finally, the Cunnamulla community provides your children and our students with a variety of events and op-
portunities to participate in throughout the year, and we would also like to commence offering more school-
based events that will become annual traditions and exciting moments in the year for students to look for-
ward to. Some of these ideas include interschool sports days with surrounding Primary and High Schools, 
film nights and theatrical screenings, school dances and camps, and other suggestions made by both our 
student and staff leaders. Events like these have the opportunity to become lifelong memories of their 
schooling experience and also can be used as successful incentives for good behaviour. We will also contin-
ue to forge stronger bonds with community organisations so that behavioural expectations of students within 
both spheres are the same and that students not following school rules will forfeit the chance to participate 
in fun activities outside of school.  

IN CONCLUSION 

Education is a shared experience between students, parents and teachers and we encourage and welcome 
your involvement whenever it is appropriate to address both your child’s learning needs and our response to 
any behavioural concerns. Our teachers deal with significant behavioural issues many times throughout the 
day but they are also vigilant in recognising and documenting their positive behaviour too whenever it is on 
display. Our goal is the same: for every child to succeed when they come to school. We look forward to con-
tinuing this journey together with you. 

 

Paul Harper-Green 

PRINCIPAL 

Cunnamulla P-12 State School 
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Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) is a 
framework that provides schools with a means 
to improve upon academic and behavioural 
outcomes based upon the collection of data 
and the teaching of behaviour specific lessons. 
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Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

7 8/3 P&C AGM & 

General Meeting 
9/3 10/3 11/3 Beyond the 

Broncos 
12/3 13/3 14/3 

8 15/3 16/3 17/3 18/3 National 

Close the Gap Day 

19/3 National Day 

Against Bullying 

20/3 21/3 

9 22/3 23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 27/3 

Shearing Camp 

28/3 

Shearing 

10 29/3 

Shearing Camp 

30/3 

Shearing Camp 

31/3 

Shearing Camp 

1/4 Last day 
of Term 1 

   

Term 1 - Key dates and events 

Primary Student Awards - Weeks 5 and 6 

Congratulations to these students for working hard in 
their classrooms, following expectations and trying 

their best! Keep it up!  

Week 5 

Week 6 

(L-R) Dean Powyer, Angus Daly, Tommy Perry, Jemimah Drury,  

Sean-Paul Mitchell, Kiarhla Colliss and Donald Douglas-Broome 
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Adopt-A-Cop 

               Adrian Vowles Cup 

On Tuesday, the 23rd of  February, a special cere-
mony was held to welcome our new Adopt-A-Cops, 

Laurie and Jono. During the ceremony, Laurie and Jono were sworn in and 
they both took an oath to serve the school and its students. We look for-
ward to Laurie and Jono visiting our school regularly, and also seeing 

them around the community. We thank them, as well as the Queensland 
Police Department, for their ongoing support. 

(L-R) Imagen Hooper, Layla Colliss, Charli Pender, Quanika Colliss and Skye McKellar 

(F) Antionette Pender and Lashey Turnbull 

Last week, a number of Cunnamulla P-12 SS girls travelled to Charle-
ville to represent our school and community in the annual Junior Rugby 
League carnival, the Adrian Vowles Cup. The girls had one win against 
Roma Cities where they played a significant part in the result. A special shout out to 
Quanika Colliss who scored a try in that game!  

Well done girls! 
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Deadly Digital Communities 

Dream big! 

On Wednesday,  the 24th of February, the Cunnamulla Library had their launch of 
building a Deadly Digital Community program.  This involved some of our Secondary 
students, Elders and other community members coming together for the afternoon at 
the Library. “Deadly Digital Communities” encourages students to become mentors 
and teach the older generation all things to do with digital literacy, including how to 
use an iPad or tablet, send emails, take photos, search with Google… etc etc! 

Congratulations to all students involved. Tammy was extremely impressed with your 
active participation on the day, and now refers to you all as “Deadly Champions!” 
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P&C 

Piano Lessons 

ATTENTION Years 3—12! 

Interested in learning to play the piano?  

Please email the school admin for piano lesson enquiries. 

admin@cunnamullap12ss.eq.edu.au 

Years 3-12 only. 
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Community News 
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